
Shushuk Mela 
2011

Sharing the challenge 
of conserving 
Bangladesh‘s 

dolphins & whales 
with local 

communities



Finding a floating platform
December 2010



Opening Ceremony
January 15, 2011



The traveling dolphin exhibition visited 
seven villages along the northern fringe of 

the eastern Sundarbans mangrove forest 
15. – 30. January 2011



The Shushuk Mela 2011 was designed 
to inform local communities about the 
diversity of cetaceans present in 
Bangladesh and the threats they are 
facing, and to build local constituency 
for the establishment of three Wildlife 
Sanctuaries  for freshwater dolphins. 





The interactive exhibition featuring the cetacean diversity of Bangladesh and conservation 
efforts reached over 5000 villagers living in close proximity to prime dolphin habitat.











The exhibition was open to 
visitors for 13 days. 

An average of 400 guests 
visited the exhibition per day.







All visitors received color 
postcards depicting the 
dolphins and whales of 

Bangladesh. 

The children were additionally 
given a coloring booklet. 







Every evening a documentary film featuring the Ganges River dolphin was 
screened. An estimated 3000 spectators came to see the film shows.



Student 
interpreters 
guided the 

guests 
through the 

exhibition.



The Shushuk Mela 2011 was 
made possible through financial 

support from The Foundation 
for The Third Millennium



Concept & Design
Elisabeth Fahrni Mansur

Translations, Construction and 
Logistic Coordination
Zahangir Alam

Assistance, Interpretation
Rubaiyat Mansur Mowgli, Razib 
Bhowmick, Naimul Islam Moon, 
Farhana Akhtar, Delip Das 
Bisharga, Nusrat Jahan Purba 

Bangladesh Cetacean Diversity Project 
Wildlife Conservation Society
www.shushuk.org

edu@shushuk.org
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